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Falca'tion. n . f . [falcisy Latim] 
that of a reaper’s hook. 

The lacufts have antennae, or long horns before, with a 
loner falcation or forcipated tail behind. Brown’s Vulgar Err. 
Fa'lchion. n.f \enfis falcatus ; in French fautbon.] A ihort 

crooked fvvord ; a cy meter. 

I’ve feen the day, with my good biting falchion, 

I would have made them fkip : I am old now. Sh. K. Lear. 

Old falchions are new temper’d in the fires ; ? 

The founding trumpet ev’ry foul infpires. Dryden s /L n. 
What fighs and tears 

Hath Eugene caufed ! how many widows curfe 
His cleaving falchion! P mips. 

FA'LCON. n. f. \faulcon , French; falconne , Italian; jaico y 
Latin. Credo , arojlrofalcato five aduncoy from the falcated or < 
crooked bill.] 

1 . A hawk trained for fport. 

As Venus’ bird, the white, fwift, lovely dove, 

O ! happy dove that art compar’d to her. 

Doth on her wings her utmoft fwiftnefs prove, 

Finding the gripe of falcon fierce not far. l ffT 
Air flops not the high foaring of my noble generous falcon. 
r Waltoris Angler. 

Apulian farms, for the rich foil admir’d. 

And thy large fields where falcons may be tir’d. Dryd. juv. 

Say, will the falcon , ftooping from above, 

Smit with her varying plumage, fpare the dove ? . Pope. 

2. A fort of cannon, whofe diameter at the bore is five inches 
and a quarter, weight feven hundred and fifty pounds, length 
feven foot, load two pounds and a quarter, fhot two inches 
and a half diameter, and two pounds and a half weight. Harris. 

Fa'lconer. n.f. [faulconniery French.] One who breeds and 
trains hawks; one who follows the fport of fowling with 
hawks. 

Hift ! Romeo, hift ! O for a falcner s voice, 

To lure this talTel gentle back again. Sbak. Rom. and Jul. 
The univerfal remedy was fwal lowing of pebbleftones, in 
imitation of falconers curing hawks. xemple. 

I have learnt of a falconer never to feed up a hawk, when 
I would have him fly. Dryden’ s Don Sebafian. 

A falcner Henry is, when Emma hawks; 

With her of tarfels and of lures he talks. Prior. 

Fa'lconet. n.f. \_falconettey French.] A fort of ordnance, 
whofe diameter at the bore is four inches and a quarter, weight 
four hundred pounds, length fix foot, load one pound and a 
quarter, fhot fomething more than two inches diameter, and 
one pound and a quarter weight. Harris. 

Mahomet fent janizaries and nimble footmen, with certain 
falconets and other fmall pieces, to take the ftreights. Knolles. 
Fa'ldage. n.f. \_faldagiumy barbarous Latin. ] A privilege 
which anciently feveral lords referved to themfelves of fetting 
up folds for.fheep, in any fields within their manors, the bet- 
ter to manure them; and this not only with their own, but 
'their tenants fheep, which they called Jefta falda. I his fal- 
dage in fome places they call a foldcourfe, or freefold; and in 
fome old charters ’tis called foldfoca, that is, libertas foldtfy or 
fadagii. . Harris. 

Fa'ldfee. n.f \_fald and fee.] A compofition paid anciently 
by tenants for the privilege of faldage. Dift. 

Fa'lding. n.f. A kind of coarfe cloth. Dift. 

FaTdstool. n.f [ fa Id or fold and fool. ] A kind of flool 
placed at the fouth-iide of the altar, at which the kings of 
England kneel at their coronation. 

To FALL. v. n. pret. I felly compound pret. 1 have fallen 
or fain. [ peallan, Saxon ; falleiiy German.] 

1. To drop from a higher place. 

Thou (halt make a battlement for thy roof, that thou bring 
not blood upon thine houfe, if any man fall from thence. Deut. 

I was walking in the open fields ’till the night infenfibly fell 
upon me. Speftator, N°. 565. 

I fhall fall 

Like a bright exhalation in the evening. 

And no man fee me more. Shakefpeare’ s Henry VIII. 

2. To drop from an eredt to a prone pofture. 

Saul fell all along on the earth. 1 Sa. xxviii. 20: 

Where he bowed, there he fell down dead. Judg. v. 27. 
That is a ftep, 

On which I muft fall doy/n, or elfe o’erleap ; 

For in my way it lies. Shakefpeare’ s Macbeth. 

To drop ; to be held no longer. 

His chains fell off from his hands. Afts xii. 7. 

To move down any defeent. 

All liquid bodies are diffufive; for their parts being in mo- 
tion, have no connexion one with another, but glide and fall 
off any way, as gravity and the air preffeth them. Burnet. 
c. To drop ripe from the tree. 

As the leaf falleth off from the vine, and as a falling fig 
from the fig-tree. If. xxxiv. 4. 

6. To pafs aFthe outlet : as a river. 

C&far therefore gave orders to build his gallies on the Loir, 
and the rivers that fall into it. Arbuthnot on Coins. 

~ , To be determined to fome particular direction. 
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Birds and fowls that reff one foot to eafe the other, natu- 
rally lay their heads under their wings, that the center of gra- 
vity may fall upon the foot they ffand on. Cheyne’s Phil. Princ. 

8. To apoftatife; to depart from faith or goodnefs. 

Labour to enter into that reff, leff any man fall after the 
fame example of unbelief. Heb. iv. u. 

They brought fcandal 
To Ifrael, diffidence of God, and doubt 
In feeble hearts, propenfe enough before 
To waver or fall off, and join with idols. Milton s Agonif . 

Whether fome fpirit on holy purpofe bent. 

Or fom t fall’n angel from below broke loofe, 

Who comes with envious eyes, and curft intent. 

To view this world and its created Lord. Dryden. 

9. To die by violence. 

God and good angels fight on Richmond’s fide, 

And Richard fall in height of all his pride. Shak. Rich. III. 

If one fhould be a prey, how much the better 
To fall before the lion than the wolf ! Shakefpeare. 

What other oath, 

Than honefty to honefty engag’d ? 

That this fhall be, or we wil [fail for it. Shak. Jul. Cecfar. 

A thoufand fhall fall at thy fide, and ten thoufand at thy 
right hand ; but it fhall not come nigh thee. Pf xci. 7. 

Ye fhall chafe your enemies, and they fhall fall before you 
by the. fword. Lev. xxvi. 7. 

They not obeying, 

Incurr’d, what could they lefs ? the penalty ; 

And manifold in fin, deferv’d to fall. Milton’s Parad. Lof. 

h\mon falls, old Tyrrheus’ eldeft care, 

Pierc’d with an arrow from the diftant war. Dryden’ s Ain. 

10. To come to a fudden end. 

The greatnefs of thefe Irifti lords fudden ly fell and vanifhed, 
when their oppreffions and extortions were taken away. Davies. 
He firft the fate of Casfar did foretell. 

And pity’d Rome, when Rome inCaefar felly 
In iron clouds conceal’d the publick light, 

And impious mortals fear’d eternal night. Dryd. Virg. Ge:r. 

11. To be degraded from an high ftation ; to fink into mean- 
nefs or difgrace ; to be plunged into fudden mifery. 

They fhall fall among them that fall ; at the time that I 
vifit them they fhall be caft down. Jer. vi. 15. 

What can be their bufinefs 

With a poor weak woman fall’n from favour! Sbak. H.VIll. 

1 2. T o decline from power or empire ; to be overthrown. 

What men could do, 

Is done already : heaven and earth will witnefs, 

If Rome muft fall , that we are inhocent. Addifon’s Cato. 

13. To enter into any ftateworfe than the former. 

He fell at difference with Ludovico Sfortia, who carried the 
keys which brought him in, and fhut him out. Bacon's H. VII. 

Some of the ableft painters taking precepts in too literal 
a fenfe, have fallen thereby into great inconveniencies. 

Dryden s Dufrefnoy. 

14. To come into any ftate of weaknefs, terr6ur, or mifery. 
Thefe, by obtruding the beginning of a change for the en- 
tire work of new life, will fall under the former guilt. Hamm. 

One would wonder how fo many learned men could fall 
into fo great an abfurdity, as to . believe this river cottld pre- 
ferve itfelf unmixt with the lake. Addijcn on Italy. 

The beft men generally fall under the fevereft preffures. 

Wake’s Preparation for Death . , 

15. Todecreafe; to be diminifhed. 

From the pound weight, as Pliny tells us, the as fell to 
two ounces in the firft Punick war : when Hannibal invaded 
Italy, to oneounGe; then, by the Papirian law, to half an 
ounce. Arbuthnot on Coins. 

16. To ebb; to grow fhallow. 

17. To decreafe in value; to bear lefs price. 

When the price of corn fa/leth, men generally break no 

more ground than will fupply their own turn. Cornu. 

But now her price is fall’n. Shakefpeare’ s King Lear. 

His rents will folly and his income every day leffen, ’till 
induftry and frugality, joined to a well ordered trade, fhall 
reftore to the kingdom the riches it had formerly. Locke. 
». To fink ; not to amount to the full. 

The greatnefs of an eftate, in bulk and territory, doth fall 
under meafure ; and the greatnefs of finances and revenue doth 
fall under computation. Bacoriy Effaypp. 

To be reje&ed; to become null. 

This book muft ftand os fail with thee; not by any opinion 
I have of it, but thy own. Locke. 

>. To decline from violence to calmnefs, from intenfenefs to 
remiffion. 
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He was ftirr’d, 

And fomething fpoke in choler, ill and hafty ; 

But he fell to himfelf again, and fweetly 

In all the reft fhew’d a moft noble patience. Shakef. HNWI. 

At length her fury felly her foaming ceas’d ; 

And ebbing in her foul, the god. decreas’d. Dryden’ s Mn. 

21, To enter into any new ftate of the body or mind. 
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In fweet mufick is fuch art. 

Killing care and grief of heart,. 

Pall afleep, or hearing die. 

Solyman, chafed with the lofs of his 

diers, aqd with the double injury done unto him by the Vene- 
tiaifls, fell into fuch a rage that he curfed Barbaroffa. Knolles. 

When about twenty, upon the falfenefs of a lover, lhe 
fell diftra&ed. Temple. 

A fpark like thee, of the man-killing trade. 

Fell fick ; and thus to his phyfician faid : 

Methinks I am not right in ev’ry part, 

I feel a kind of trembling at my heart; 

My pulfe unequal, and my breath is ftrong; 

Befides a filthy furr upon my tongue. Dryden’ s Perf. Sat. 
And have you known none in health who have pitied you ; 
and behold, they are gone before you, even fince you fell into 
thjs diftemper ? Wake’s Preparation for Death. 

He died calmly, and with all the eafinefs of a man falling 
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To handle or treat dire£!ly. 

We muft immediatelyy^// into ourfubjedf, arid treat every 
part of it in a li vely manner. Addifons Speftator, N°. 124. 
30. To come vindictively : as a punifhment. 

There fell wrath for it againft Ifrael. 2 Chron. xv. 9. 

3. To co me by any mifchance to any new pofteflor. 

The flout bifhop could not well brook that his province 
fhould fall into their hands. Knolles’ s Hijiory of the Turks « 

32. To drop or pafs by carelelh efs or imprudence. 

Ulyfles Jet no partial favours fall , 

The people’s parent, he protected all. Pope's OdyfJ'ey, b. iv. 
Some expreffions fell from him, not very favourable to the 
people of Ireland. Swift. 


Afts xix. 1 7. 


Atterbury. 3 4 


Portius himfelf oft falls in tears before me, 

As if he mourn’d his rival’s ill fuccefs. Addifon’s Cato. 

For as his own bright image he furvey’d, 

He fell in love with the fantaftick fhade. Addif. Ovid. Met. 
I fell in love with the character of Pomponius Atticus : I 
longed to imitate him. Blount to Pope. 

To fink into an air of difeontent or dejedtion. 

If thou perfuade thyfelf that they fhall not be taken, let 
not thy countenance fall : I have fpoken it, and n6ne of my 
words fhall be in vain. Judith vi. 9. 

If you have any other requeft to make, hide it not; for ye 
fhall find we will not make your countenance to fall by the 
anfwer ye fhall receive. Bacon’s New Atlantis. 

Syphax, I joy to meet thee thus alone ; 

I have obferv’d of late thy looks are fallen 
O’ercaft with gloomy cares and diicontent. Addifon’s Cato. 
To fink below fomething in comparifon. 

Fame of thy beauty and thy youth, 

Among the reft, me hither brought : 

Finding this fame fall fhort of truth, 

Made me flay longer than I thought. Waller. 

To happen ; to befall. 

For fuch things as do fall fcarce once in many ages, it did 
fuffice to take fuch order as was requifite when th oy fell. Hook. 
Oft it falls out, that while one thinks too much of his 
. doing, he leaves to do the effea of this thinking. Sidney y b. i. 
A long advertent and deliberate connexing of confequents, 
which falls not in the common road of ordinary men. Hale. 
Since this fortune falls to you. 

Be content and feek no new. Shakef Merchant of Venice. 

If the worft fall that ever felly I hope, I fhall make fhift 
to go without him. . Shakefpeare’ s Merchant of Venice. 

O, how feeble is man’s power, 

That if good fortune fally 
Cannot add another hour, 

Nor a loft hour recall ! Donne. 

5 both cannot poffefs what both purfue, 

I’m griev’d, my friend, the chance fhould/*// on you. Dry. 
I had more leifure, and difpofition, than have fmee fallen 
to my fhare. j , y 

25. To come by chance; to light on. * ^ * 

I have two boys 

Seek Percy and thyfelf about the field ; 

But feeing thou fall’Jl on me fo luckilv, 

I will a% thee Sbakcjpcan's Henry IV. p. I. 

I he Romans/*// upon this model by chance, but the Spar- 
tans by thought and defign. 

26. To come in a ftated method. J ’ 

fulW fi/h, I 10 ” 5 M- thE “T thE foIar y ear > in^ed 

Sf ,l b A T del,clent 10 ++"; which deficiency, in rv + 
years, cohered, amounts to a whole day : and hence may be 

Wh f 'rf, Vernal e 'i uinox ’ which at the time of 

atom ten da C yr f oo C nef UP ° n ** ^ ° f ~w 

odes' d ° eS With ‘ n my fuI, j ea t0 W down the TuleTof 

27. To come unexpeaedly. ^ “ tb ‘ 

I am fallen upon the mention of mercuries. Boyle 

If ha PP e ned this evening that we fell into a very pleaW 
walk, at a diftance from his houfe Ad/H r nSc cl & . & 

28. TO begin any thing with ardour and vehem^ W ‘ 

to T “"demanding of their adventure, fuddenlv fa!U 
take pride in making much of them with infinite prates. 7 

Each of us fail in praife of our country miftreiTe ! full 1 
And the mixt multitude fall a luftin" 7 m,itrel!e £ 

It is better to found a perlbn afar off than to fl t 
point at firff , except y J mean to 

fu/^o e h na f h ° , I elShU J ngry ’ 3nd COmes 'oa^odlftfret; 

' Rey/iTo bWs rf 1 ^ h NT 0 "*” rf Mankind. 


33. To come forcibly and irrefiftibly. 

Fear fell on them all. 

A kind refrefhing fleep is fallen upon him : 

I faw him ftretcht at eafe, his fancy loft 
In pleafing dreams. Addifon’s Cato. 

To become the property of anyone by lot, chance, inhe* 
ritance, or otherwife. 

All the lands, which will fall to her majefty thereabouts, 
are large enough to contain them. Spenfer on Ireland. 

If you do chance, to hear of that blind traitor, 

Preferment falls on him that cuts him off. Shakef K. Lear. 
Then ’tis moft like 

The fovereignty will fall upon Macbeth. Shakef. Macbeth. 

After the flood, arts to Chaldea felhy 
7 he father of the faithful there did dwell, 

Who botn their parent and inftruclor was. Denham: 

You {hall fee a great eftat o fall to you, which you would 
have loft the relifh of, had you known yourfelf born to it. 

Addiforis Speftator , N°. 123. 
If to her fhare fome female errours fally 
Look on her face, and you’ll forget them all. Pope. 

. fpiritual and temporal courts the labour falls to their 

vicars-general, fecretaries, proctors’, apparitors and fenefchals. 

_ Swift’s Confi derations on two Bills. 

35. Tolanguifh; to grow faint. 

Their hopes or fears for the common caufe rofe or fell with 
your lordfhip’s intereft. Addifon’s Remarks on Italy. 

36. I o be born ; to be yeaned. 

Lambs muft have care taken of them at their firft falling , 
elfe, while they are weak, the crows and magpies will be apt 
to pick out their eyes. Mortimer’s Hufbandry. 

37* To r all away. To grow lean. 

Watery vegetables are proper, and fifh rather than fleflh : in 
a Cent diet people commonly fall away. Arbuthnot on Diet, 

f ^ LL _ a fJay. To revolt ; to change allegiance. 

The fugitives fell away to the king of Babylon. 2 Kings xxv. 
39 ‘ AT f L r L aWay ’ . To apoftatife; to fink into wickednefs. 

1 hele for a while believe, and in time of temptation fall 
aivay. T r , ... J 

q , . Luke vm. 13. 

bay not thou it is through the Lord that I fell auhy\ for 
thou oughtc-ft not to do the things that he hateth. Ecduf. xv. 

lhe old giants fell away in the ftrength of their foolilh- 
nels. a r' 1 r 

■ cr 1? Lcclu . xvi. 

40. lob all away. To perifh ; to be loft. 

Stili propagate; for ftill th uy fall away ■, 

1 IS prudence to prevent th’ entire decay. Dryd. Virg Gee 
How can it enter into the thoughts of man, that the foul' 
which IS capable of fuch tmmenfe perfeSions,' and of receivin'* 

r 0 nr ment to ai1 ete ™> nothing: 

almoft as foon as it is created ? Addifon’s SfJetor, N°. t n 
4 guifli FALli aWa/ ‘ T ° dedlne g raduaI) /i to fade; to lan- 

fuch h,H°“ S bredC needlew °rk one colour falls away by 
h /'V egre ?’ and another rffes fo infenfibly; that we fee 
ine of'thTone'f ° Ut to diftinguifh the total vanifn- 

42. ftffTLlWNN a PP earanC . e of the other. Addifon . 
4 w c * To fail of a promile or purpofe. 

42 bac i from our refolutions - Ta y‘° r - 

43 - 1° f . ALL back. T o recede ; to give away. 7 

adl° little t 0 *th<Tfi ^ w " ,s ,0 , met i m “ a ^ed to fall, though it 
ration %o‘fi«t,on.J To prortrate himfelf in !do- 

h_ AUkmgslhall/a//^ before him; ail nations fhall ferve 

Shall \ fall down to the ftock of a tree ? xfiy ' ' 

0 Fall down. To fmk ; not to ftand. - ^ 9 ’ 

a »• 

«... ,h " . «»» m.k. r. p ,ii„. 

' raFflLL /' a .- To revolt . to .leper, , rom .dheraici!' 
t ... , Clarence 

England. S ° m ’ fM b >' de S re « from the king of 

Hayward. 
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